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Caenorhabditis elegans: a powerful tool for drug discovery

JIA Xi-hua', CAO Cheng

(Institute of Bioengineering, Academy of Military Medical Science, Beijing 100071, China)

Abstract: A simple model organism Caenorhabditis elegans has contributed substantially to the fundamental
researches in biology. In an era of functional genomics, nematode worm has been developed into a multi-purpose
tool that can be exploited to identify disease-causing or disease-associated genes, validate potential drug targets.
This, coupled with its genetic amenability, low cost experimental manipulation and compatibility with high
throughput screening in an intact physiological condition, makes the model organism into an effective toolbox
for drug discovery. This review shows the unique features of C. elegans, how it can play a valuable role in our
understanding of the molecular mechanism of human diseases and finding drug leads in drug development
process.
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il il (B 2008-10-03), IR BIAA . BUm
BEDA B ) NI B AT 2 397 M. ZkdifF
KVZE - (wormbase)  HY ST IR N 2R a8t A% 35 99 (] Y5 A
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K4 A 20 e BUWFE SR (30 WEIEie.
HIXYE T AWt stk 1) Iy 1. R, A
FH & HOE e 24 I T R A N/ KL ) (1) [] 90t 6k 1A
(orthologues) TX AN E, FEPIM e BT LR,
SEPEAR AL, B S e TR L (chemical screening)
B IAL TR (genetic screening). 1R % £k L
MBS A IR, W B RS T
31 B AERFRHIGHEE

AT N 95 (1) 2 HUBE R 2 g i 5T MR ) 1)
IR L () O — 2, ZHT ) TAE R T A
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BRC'S 1 AN R AR KB W R vk
310 HERERE gl SRR D RE A2
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NI FIRIE . KR A i — N EOR, 4b
U5 DNA {145 4 fu Je (AR SN E il — AN KA (array),
R LS NG O4K, AT 7~10 d B
A3 NI B W) . e TR AN T A 5 ARHR
REAR 2K AN DNA 4E5, NS IR AT 1R T8 T A% A5 e
PERIEEIAS R T AN [ o %5k OO T4 RS
R A 35 3 1) e R Tt SR ) 2 I DAL A
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SR E P R FER I e R T, Mg ik
P T RSB A 08 32 5 38 Jn re e R PO R R o A A
Voisine Z=PKIKE T 9 ANATRER I A IA T 2R (K1 24,
Hrp 4 DM EESE polyQ HIEETE, Ll FDA fIt#Ef) &
WUR VAT 29W) 6 M % % (mithramycin) F &AL 3R
IRIC AT o AT 1IN A A5 R4 ke ] T 5 KRR )
290, FCAM AT BT R S R AR ALY Tau PR
kA4 210 pizer A IE A presenilin 3 P54
()2 BE DR 2y AD AR SR RIS i ade 10 11 5]

312 BHARPRTENYER Ao
(Caenorhabditis Genetics Center, CGC) {RA7 24t
BV WA R S KN S NP Sy = S o~ g (P AR St
W, AMEFEVF 2 5 NP5 Bk PR 5l =75 R -7 5k
[F) 8 ) S AR AR e 34 B0, 47 [R) — 35 DT IR AN [R] S48 K
g BE ] ras £E N FIZE durpis BE AR 5F, CGC hb A
%1k 54 FPANTE] let-60 (2 HL LET-60 Rl & A RAS) 1
e, BFE RAS WHPEA TR k. iH Tk
Ins HEARE e Dy Re Ay mi o AR 5 LA IR Y PR U5 AR A
A=A RS . MR H 1), ik &1 1) 584 44
e, RURTAL BRI o Dl R B 0 2 22 A,
B DUEF AT N2 s8R ZE . (U1 daf-16, daf-9 %)
KRR ENY), CA 2R R IR S I 25 ) HE e E
KekmmAEaPY, &mm ds-1 RS FHA
Duchenne JUE A EAE (DMD) ) dystrophin FE[F
FIYR, 2GR dys-1, hih-1 RIS
DMD WL A R, % 208 3 D) g 1 IE,
JEAN A7) DMD A58, e B 1 B 2 R 1
2 AR H g K& CGC 35 Wk ok 1l — £,
2Pl A 251 (drugable) AR 1 SEFRFIT R
313 WWEFSEREE  FEEMLSYEAY), 7
FLEh YA o 5 i ) R BAR 245 00 T ANE], 2B
AU SER B P, w RS B AR e A R A 2 H
2185 SR L R B TR . N, H TR
ITIRREEN A 2 2 G BB PR, A
R HEER o AAANR B ME A 2307 1643 21 T 4659
BMS-192364, Jj T $&H11% 2511 ¥ 15, Fitzgerald %51°%
Fn) 72k AL, BMS-192364 A B AR AU 2 = AR B 1Y
HEUR A X (egg-laying defective, Egl-d), F|HiX—#
W, R T G-aq F1 RGS AR ReRIHLER (1. 53 4b
— MG T & MPPHIA G AR [ U, phe g 3% 1-1
Fe-4-FKFEMEBE  (1-methyl-4-phenylpyridinium, MPP)
R Z CIERe s ol T, AbBERE £k iz 3 re
TR, SR . AR A H T AR IR T 2
(¥ 25 VPG
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3.2 IEmiEfEF7AE (forward genetics)

R A 208 3 L DR R (B 9 SR B o« Ras 15 516 3 i&
AR R I B8y A 5 AR AR R 1) 25 A B TR e IRt 2 i i
KPP 28 WLB AR 22 07 V0 o 1TV S AL R R R AR A
()7 A AN A AR AR O DL, T HL, ARSI R En & 1 i
H (modifiers). #HIEF (suppressors) 8% 13 [F] Kl F
(co-operateor) FfAN— & 5 O K1 I A 4 L fik,
HEGE e SRR, Wi FFER il . 299
IR KN, BEREREN, (off-target effects) ] HEAZ: 5%
Wi J RS AN HLA R 1, 2 IR BT AT R A R
TR 1R 2E o R 25 P4 H 7 X (mode of action)
RV S IR 2RI A = o FH A AR ) Y B
2 Z.Tig (ethane methyl sulfonate, EMS) %55 DNA ]
BEMLIEAR, fi ks 7lE 3 20 1 2 LS AR 44, R P A/
= FEALYE (two-point/three-point mapping) ¥ 1A%
TR 2 &1 (single nucleotide polymorphism, SNP)
JIERAT AR B () e (AR s A, IRAFEEDR 21, SR
JaRE—20 T AR N L DRI R A R4 i 2L T
fes MEHE S, B, WATES S KT (volatile
general anaesthetics, VAs) M7 FHLHI 245 AH, 12
A RAE S o R BT 9 i R A @il 5 22 11 (syntaxin)
) unc-64 F: R 5848 RRE 52 4 PT VAs IIEH], Hawasli
2SI EMS 5 9 RAF unc-64, B G N F2 JE AR H
14 DMRARRR, G UEBDIRER LA (loss of function)
slo-1 AR MINBEIRTF Y (gain of function) egl-30
RARREA VAs Hitk. bl sh & Sk L
FhoE PURRIEE 5 N 1) S A o
33 RMEIEHFFFHZE (reverse genetics)

R DR 28 1) 26 R (RO RIS o T SR DRI AR ) T
RE o i LI T Btz — 2l L DR 0%, WSz kR T
REBR K 5 1) 46 B ARAK, o A7 P AR 7 V2K 2 Ty R g 2R SR A
g — ARG AR R, SRS T
HARFER 519, 58 PCR J7ikEiik H 5847 (A,
—J& RNA T4t (RNA Interference, RNAi). 12k dt
B MR BRI v, T BR BB H bR EE DR
FiE. 1998 AFL d4 ik D5 4 e 7 1) 5 A 4 2k A
ZH RNAIL A R I HE DR sl DR D e 1) e R L,
o 87%2k AL ) RNAL FE L S 1 ik
A Geneservice 22w )77 i T/, RNAL SE5 K E5)
o4 2, BIZ4L (24 1L, 96 FLE5) HE RPN HE
(BARERIE /& NGM 5537 05); A7 4 N JE R e 91 1)
AN R T AR AR T I L4 Wk, RNAI &
AAER, AR L DR g BRI REFRAIG, 47 TR UG, T
IR A o KA Y RNAT I 32 T DU Bl A3 31 52

B/ = B R e ol = P R A A (| S 3 R 7 N N Y N
Union Biometrica 2% # #] COPAS BIOSORT, Ne-
maPharm /A 7] [f] Dispenser, #77 Rohde 5P i1 1)
Microfluidic System, Elegenic 2 &[] HiDI2100 %
JARAXRE B B WA o By S L 2 du ) AR PR Y, A0S
JEME (dumpy), #E¥#: (uncoordinated). A2 (slow
growth). HEUF A AE (egg-laying defect) %5, A{LiRhs
Wi R . JeRRE . ARG L . B A g
W SR R S B RS . AR Z TR R A
RNAi FiEEIRFF, Hor—fPUBTH I RNAI PR o
16 757 ML, H & 5 5% i ig 107 G AH oG
SN, RN o i T 4Ry, RFEEF AR N2
Ml daf-2, daf-16, tub-1 7ZAK, JEZLLGLEL (Nile red)
et gy, SO A 3ot s e, LRI
417 AL e T AR N IR &, b2y AT
AW R P25 ) (homologues), 1M H. 15 X &KL
I I AR AH O o JX I LA 2 Ty fil ik DRI 20 2 Al i) — A
SEMG, R LA LR 4] RNAG 7 B2 24 2 P i e T o
H.

RNAi PR I 2E B AT DU H 042 B R )
T|EWAE, DR TAERMTHE. W1 G & A EEk
ARPE, BB, B e n AR T SRR A .

SEBRYIRESR, 1B I AR A TR ATE W] B
A W, 4l Bristol-Myers Squibb 72 &) [ Jé 2k 4%
W (farnesyl transferase) #Il57 FTIs 1) dh¥TAf &
MRE. FTIs Bl HERIGIT I RAS B AP+ 3 580
(12 FiE . Bed), WARSMNI I SEIR /3 201 FTIs &
PAH 2583, FEImPR N I, 8 28 A 0FFTN B 1k
AR, P cep-1 53R H, 1H L EMS 5 55348
F1 RNAL K, 5T FTIs S8 —A B 2
Rab FIM 5L AS T (Rab geranylgeranyltransferase).
XA B AR FTI 44t 1 7 1 B2,

34 SBREAMESLHEYHITFIE

e B S 24 W) 0 12 2 dee e AR I e HU7E R 24 A R 4
AL — LR N, H 2B 258 G
Y (drug leads). ZkHU2 H il & K UL 254 i ik
12 A MuzhPy, BERAL T e Bz siie R4, X
G T /N BB IR s A B ) 295 A S W ) T g
PEV AHRPEAR KRR BE b ve T ik I e e Y,
A& 5 N6 IR DR ] v vy, B A S 4 TS AL N 2R
P B, BHAETR th 25 AT AT ReREN T — 2 25
FERFRE. 2462 K% Roy %574 2006 /£ K& £ T R
A ERR R SR HTS SCHE . Jifiik T 14 100 BNy 1
&Y, KIMHA 308 MbGYrhe sk R AR 4
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KPR Ak, —FhnY nemadipine-A ¥4k A AL
PlEi 2y 1,4- 5 MEZs (DHPs), nemadipine-A
fiff 2 du ke A2 W) S B T 2 i B R HE B IR HE,
)it A% 27 7 ik i L A B Il IE Y ol VAT 2

CAIRIPE L e —8 F4E 11 A, Bfkseg
AR & F4F Nature Protocol™ I, Roy ZEiEH] T &k Ht
15 Ry 291 97 3~ 5 R B 245 W 7E FPL ) T B &
J& Dy - Chronogen 2 ) 2k <3 4k B BRI 107 A 6 10 46
“W, FIH clk-1 B EE M HEEEER (defecation
cycle) (1)K H0 B 42 52 JH [ i g R 2, i T
21X 20 000 F/NFFALE Y, 1331 190 AN BH P S
&Y (Hits), FH N 40 HepG2 K iiF, I
15 AR BHPE, BEWk-D 4L ApoB100 )43k, 185K
CHGNO05 A9 B 28 B A, B S e/ B 1
e 0 R AR TR A 56 E T CHGNOOS B AR 1 1 F4 2550
B4, gl LR oR T 4 AR SRR 25 T R N R TS

R i3 (/N o FAGE D EE W] U N LAk, R
LU RIR W), BT ILE R EJTRARSE, —1
A28 ) (W1 Tripos, ChemBridge 45) $24HIX 5 /Ny
TAEDE . AP BE T MBI IR LA J ),
1 Lipinski CA (1) “5 4~ 5 Jg) ™, DAARAIE [ 45 1 2548
BN 1%, RIS AEARZ OS5 R Rl 254 2 R4k, DAY
TSI BH I SE SWR LR o 26 [ [ ST AE L (NCI)
A F AR SR I RIRA S D) PE

BRI 5 — AN R, i H A
(17 Sosei 2~ H], L [ THSCH I IR gt DRI HA I R 9
R 29 PEIEY) . IR O BT 2P s 25 AR,
WL 25 EAEV R (drug reprofiling) £ B & $ AT ]
AT BEIBNE MV AIE, Sosei 19—AM3E 54 B “ g K477
P9 PEAE 2 BT ERT O G, DO I O L A A
i R = 1B 1 F-1349 7548 surb R I H A B S () %
ik TGF-B 15 T RUR, 11 daf-7, daf-4 %5 TGF-p
15 7 AR IR e B 98 A Ak 2 UK 21 PR AR IR A48 dauer
TE KR ETF . C%0 TGF- {5 53 42 1 O 2 fili
FFEFHEAC ) — AN BN . F-1349 76 Al 40 i
AS549 FI/N BB R bt R B IR RE v R, H o,
F-1349 %5 ACAT i3] i) 87 I AR NIk 48 Hig T
LR,

PAZE dU S & 1 2 2P0 A — Rk /N o AL
BWRE 2%~3%, %4515 LU 4 & (17
H LAY, B a3 JLAEt A R A 259 K AR
e 5, MSEIGHRIESR A, 26 e P, 15t o
1 DRI B 77 25 A FIUR B I 18] (9 1) 80 BT R, 5 4h, &

125 B A NSRBI Fr AN, ek iAETE 2
AL B AR 2 3R AT PR J T R R R A e Ty i i
N 117, o T O NS S B AR e S e L
4 ZHMHMEZDGMBEXBRNNAR=

LIMMVFZ SR, e, g, 22 AR
AHT (50) 448 B 200 27 AR R o 2 dugd 2 A B H
ANETARAN S TR, ARG U e d AR OB R K P
B A BRI AT 5 2 22 90, AL E0 4K 22 B 3K e
71 (anthelmintics) UK, H AR MR BRI 513X L8 75
7 e 0P LR R T AL SR 2 I 1 T 2 BT
Jones 2SR IRGER T UE AR AE M T HE R

BUAE, 2 dith 51 2 b e NFREE 3 322 S AL BT .
PNESEENEEZS: e Sl Rl NI | NN R DR = oS
FEH  (genotoxin), X A e 52w A4, £k
SR AT BLAE G T e AT RO AL, PRAl 3L e =
M H, BT LA A ik 7 & sl B A% s AR )
B= 2 S 18 S BUR RIK AR Ak 7B &% B2 7 5 R )
LR R T e ORI BEASTILA) B AL o B 2R AR I AL
i, B AN, AR S HURE /5 P 05 7 B 2 40
WA T2 T .

20 T ) 024 M R PR T U g k1, A R
PR P AE ZE A5 JEE, 1999 4R35 19 40 B I G 1 2
SR ARS ST DL RO, AT I i O 2 R R S A U
U BTAE D, BUAE O AR T 2 d R AR 298 7 7t
GEESL7/NHE S E

2 I AR AL A A 27 RN B 2 27 0T 5 AU DTk 2
A7 AN 2D B2 250 R A ) 2 A S O RO R 6
Axys Pharmaceuticals; Cambria Biosciences, LLC;
CyberGenome Technologies, LLC; Devgen; Divergence
LLC; Exelixis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; The Nef Lab,
Hoffmann-La Roche, Basel. ANT] 751, 2 HAE 24
WEAR ) TR AN A BRI A, o % i) e 4t 3R
(cuticle) E M7, 2 K2 W) T B0 I 46 Ui 1 4%
RO 2 N9 A 3 R B AR, ARG 24 6 KT 25 ) 1 A
ROKRFEAELAR 8, A HAC SN B L Te 2, IR RIRE AT
RE X 2 HARAAEAE ], WAl ae L TikHEAARN .
A NE BRI Bk 2 A Bis. Bus S8 {445
WA EE, B OWEAR S5 E i B th Rk Y,
WA IR e A, RN 2% 8 33X L85 R 2 1
FINSGEIRIGIRE IR AE—Fh A0 (black
box) FHEHAR, ZARXRIN YRR H L —
FLA AN A 22 A0 38 A 45 e dL A 2 e 4l B X RNA
AR 2B O BRI R G IR S
S, P LA NP TOVE AR S HUh B BT
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E

e 5 WART 2 th A PR 25
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S AT 14 9 P A0 3 J
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5 NFERR IR BE B KT, 2k HL ¥ 1 F A7 i A5 25 T
I, PRI, PRt R, Hits F5 E A2 miivLah
PIRE AU A0 Gi7

2 dU SE R RHIE [ AR 2, K 2 A e TR K
PR 25 R N DA A 2 8k B 25 0T R K A s K E R
WS, KON A AR B 28T 2 1
HELFRZE A, S5k, R R g, SR
RIS IR BISERIRAR NS AL S, R
T 6 58 4 R DUR AR A 5 ORI 4 IR OR,
A BN /DN [ 2 LR T B ] A A0 24 il VPR HY LR
7T 2k A R A

gt EBRINTE A G I 5% UL IR RSO A SRR E W .
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