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Purification Effects of Large-Area Planting Water Hyacinth on Water

Environment of Zhushan Bay Lake Taihu
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Abstract: Using water hyacinth and other fast-growing and high biomass of floating plants to purify polluted water has become an
efficient and effective ecological restoration method at present. Effects of nutrients adsorption and water purification of planting water
hyacinth on water quality in Zhushan Bay were studied. The results indicated that no anoxia was observed in water hyacinth planting
areas because of wave disturbance and strong water exchange. Concentrations of TN and TP in water hyacinth planting areas were higher
than that in the outside of stocking area(the content ranged 3.03-7.45 mg/L and 0. 15-0. 38 mg/L respectively) and the content
changes ranged 3.37-8.02 mg/L and 0. 15-0. 36 mg/L respectively. The higher concentration of TN and TP in water indicated the
water body was heavily polluted. Water hyacinth roots have a strong ability to adsorb suspended solids and algae cells the
concentration of Chl-a in stocking areas was higher than that in stocking fringe and outside the maximum Chlorophyll in the stocking
region in August was 177.01 mg/m’ and at the same time the concentrations in planting fringe and outside were 101. 53 mg/m’ and
76.96 mg/m’ respectively. Higher Chl-a content on water hyacinth roots indicated that water hyacinth had strong blocking effects on
algae cells and demonstrated it had a great purification effects on eutrophicated water and it also provides a basis for the larger
polluted water bodies purification in using water hyacinth.
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