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Appraisal of Biogenic Amines Determination
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(College of Food Science and Technology, Shanghai Fisheries University, Shanghai 200090, China)

Abstract Biogenic amines are aliphatic, alicyclic or heterocyclic organic bases of lowmolecular mass, which arise as
a consequence of metabolic processes in animal, plants and microorganisms. They can also cause unnatural or toxic effects
when they are consumed in large amounts. A high performance liquid chromatographic method is described as the main
method of determining biogenic amines in food, especially histamine. There are also many biogenic amines to be determined,
such as: tryptamine, octopamine, phenylethylamine, putrescine, cadaverine, tyramine, spermidine, and spermine. So it is
meaningful and worthwhi le for aquatic products export and food safety that different kinds of biogenic amines can be deter-
mined together. Inthisarticle, the different determination methods of biogenic amines are introduced and compared.
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