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Abstract In this paper, anaerobic digestion states of wheat straw stalk with different solid holdups under thermophilic temperature 32~35 C
were studied. Anaerobic digestion processes of five different concentrations 5%, 10%, 15%, 20%, 25%, 30% and the concentration of 15%
with different particle sizes <0.5 ¢cm, 1~2 ¢m, 3~5 em  were analyzed. The results showed that theoretical and practical gas production
were linearly dependent when solid holdups in the range of 5%~25%, the equation could be expressed as y=1.846 2x-448.73 R*=0.926 5 ;
The optimal solid holdup of anaerobic digestion was 25% no matter considering real gas production or the balance between producing acids
and using acids. The practical gas productions of 5%, 15%, 20% and 25% solid holdups were respectively more 18.8, 22.9, 47.4 and 109.0
ml.-g™ than their theoretical gas production. The largest gas production was the particles with the size of below 0.5 cm, followed by 1~2 c¢m
and 3~5 cm. Based on the consideration of acidification, particles with size of below 2 ¢m were chosen for anaerobic digestion. The final
products were getting black with time goes by and could be used as fertilizer. Further studies on shortening reaction time, degrading refractory
organics and strengthening pilot-scale study were suggested in the end.
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Figure 8 Change of cumulative gas production
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