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Pyrrolizidine alkaloids-containing Chinese medicines in the Chinese
Pharmacopoeia and related safety concerns
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Abstract: It has been well-known that many medicinal plants used in traditional Chinese medicine contain
hepatotoxic pyrrolizidine alkaloids (HPAs), and some even have been recorded in many editions of the Chinese
Pharmacopoeia (ChP). In order to clarify the current status of these PAs-containing Chinese materia medica and
proprietary Chinese formulae, the ChP 2010, the newest version, and the related safety issues were thoroughly
investigated and analyzed on the current advances in research. Total nine crude drugs (not including the
processed slices) were found to contain HPAs, which may be present in tens of Chinese proprietary drugs
prepared with these crude drugs. Because of the lack of the alkaloid limitation in most monographs, their
potential threats to human health may be underestimated. For this reason, attention should be drawn to the
importance of the issue. The key point is to conduct the basic studies immediately on these PA-containing
herbal plants or products, whose possible hazards need to be carefully assessed. Further efforts should also be
made to elevate the criteria for quality control and ensure the drugs’ safety in clinic for human health.
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1T JCRIABEER . 12 JCRIAWEESE L 13 JERI XU
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FIERE, ok R N T S S Atk hEg, SRR AE
Sy /N K I 2699 (HVOD), 8RR T 9% BH 28 25 5 1F
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Lasiocarpine (77 mgkg™)

Seneciphylline (77 mg-kg™)

2 SR LT RE N B VG E 2R R A 45 4 S 3 LDso fH

I E P450 BgS), HWOHEN HPAs =228 i ACH ™
AEREPE. JEORMIBEITIESE T HPAs AR S0 iR U,
B H BT R 2 2058 Dol Rl ) HPAs 83 P02 i LR ik
EI’J MM AR T B RR “ ARSI 7 (metabolic pyrroles)
FrAD 2 SRR R A T S A (B 3) A
FE R A ANFE RS i e, A oA sk, HX
A, 2R AR AR, X s AL
SFOTVEAT L) “AR a7 ANt 2 3L ARl A
JH A 23l il % A I, w43 3L A
PEARIY (secondary toxic metabolites)™ 2%, 4 ££ K
B A4 A ST 5 v e B, RS R YT IR ARORE A4 A 1)
WA BEPEACIY (7-GSH-DHR) AI{E il AP i o X
Tt P RT fRRE A A4 K 22 2 HPAs IR s VAL B
SeAE IR AR AR 2R, 1E & PR Bl b i < AR ik
N B AN AR 835 P AR R R A B PEAR I ) R Ui 25
TS A AT EFARE Y (circulating metabolites).
ARSI (1) 7 AL LTI P450s ARIEHE
AEH, LI REW e — R A0 1) i 1A% 3 i Y 3 3L
PAs 73 1 (RSB B0 L — AN 7, TE Ak C-3 5§
C-8 P2 3E (Ul retronecine %Y PAs); H1T-iZ% AL
[P AT T, 20 WK TR J i o5 HL P I & PAs,
B h ks ACE A (BwI P mE PEAR ), otonecine 7Y
) PAs £l Ik LA BL R Al Ak (B 3).
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Adonifoline (153 mg-kg™, mouse, p.o.)

Riddelliine (105 mg-kg™!, mouse, i.v.)
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Clivorine (91 mgkg™)

HO, CHZOH

Senkirkine (220 mg-kg™!)

e A A AE i B BE N A0 B g, o
PE SRR IR . N TIRSE . B, B K& RNA
5 — SO T S Ay W) oA A R SR AR AR R RN, —
73 DR P, TR — ?ﬁﬂﬁ’]&iaﬁﬁlﬁﬁ%, n:
HR LN (tissue-bound pyrroles) 23 Bt H KL
gi &) (W 7-GSH-DHR) LM (dehydroretronecine,
DHR) 5. JX48 “ W7 80T TFA0 AL Al 75 AN
W PRy o, AN T I 20 T A e T fie 2L IR
HEH AL 2 il B2 HPAs (W1 1 &
) BRI ) AR E, RIN I B) ki
T 5 ok P ZERE,  FC IR RS St i AR A Ok, (3L
AL AL A AT U A e b AR A 5% B
S et e A ) SR AT DN JH 3 3 A il A G AN K
X, UvE RTINS e B R FOE R IR, e
KIARFEMTE T, HPAs L MAR 4k i J‘ﬁ)\éﬁﬁl
A% B B DAL 45 &, TR DNA 25 1

JE . DNA 22K (cross-linking) F1 DNA H A &Y
(DPCs), 5 TR 5848 T g A 24 B gh o o,
XA DNA ZZECIBE 15 PAs ISR G, BUE 2
Frs LA S P ], HKIXA seneciphylline >
riddelliine > retrorsine > senecionine > monocrotaline >
retronecine®. (HAVERKJE, 48 HPAs Al fig N
A A B, 0 clivorine 844 P #51k w] REAEAE L
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Tissue-bound pyrrole

Secondary toxic metabolites

Circled E: Readily excreted; Nu: Soluble nucleophile, e.g. GSH; tNu: Tissue-bound nucleophilic group
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HIZE 1 W], &qE R (BOREE) W7 T2
M . HTE VAT R 2, H SRS DY %
RZHTERAG M., BiR g, HoT AR Z,
A R WIR A S, LT &b ks AR,
L (WFREER ) EH T4 L2 (R 1), X
P2 PB4 HPAs K™, o, & eh T H
JtT* (senecionine) )% & A £ 0.001% (g/g)™. ik
HUE MR E (5 ) W, — RIRZ R 1%y
(RN B T I S0 pg; fndgia T S R 1 A DY,
FFHMEANTAN 180 ng, 5t w14 5 BUM 15 E 1)
AR (1 pg). FFE, T HE A F e, B
FRZ BE T B 22 )8 S ARARR) B 5 0.004%, 4236t

S, RIMEZ50 &R 15 g (29 leE o 15~30 g), 1%
B BOAE H RN AT IA 600 pg. H2, A A DA
M2 (WHO) HlFpfb 2z & LE (IPCS) K
5, PAs #7/E HVOD [ HEBAGHI R A 15 pgkg
tRER DL PAs IR EEACT AT HFE AR Ll 60 kg
RN AT B i, SR e A 3 peke
PAR % JE g Mak i, T 56 H 10 ngkg ' (15 g H&),
AR IPCS HER I DB & AR, #K
FEGE R T 56 (=30 g), WA PAs 5% R R
A fgR B EGE IPCS M #E kR & FE, DL 2bt
o PAs [ E (BR) e B2y SUbR i B SOk M 3L o 2
W, 1T PAs IR Sl 260 (10 7 b . SRS sl i it
) (AR AT AN R], i B, 7R BB T T PAs 1Y)
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PAs B3 ] g R AE DR B IR AR Ak, DRI AR A R AIE
IR H1 2 HPAs & fE 2 aMla e . F8 b, By~
HOAS [ 1T 2 A5 AN ] PAs (19 250 A0 24 38k, BF 90 B Bk
PO A W™= T HCA S AR 2 J8 dhhkmg, & A T H
St T HOEIE R 5w ICT UG AR S 9 Fh HPASP!; —
L6 PAs IAMARIE G LTS PAs W KEE 4, W
KA DR G K B o B A e T S A0
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F 1 2010 kg [E 2 8L & HPAs 10 24 i

= BURR 25 WP TE AR T s a: iAW b 2B SRR o0 RS GIT;

d: [FJEZ R & A HPAs, HEMNZRIN G A e SH £ IEA, 2040 TERE & E 3 PAs SIS QG WHE (Echium)-
WIS EJE (Borago)s THIGJE (Senecio)s F:JE (Eupatorium) WIS, EWAERE; ¢ FEZMEY, W= (£
Jjaponicum Thunb.). £ =% (E. chinensis L) 3% =% (E. lindleyanum DC.) RN PE=E (E. cannabinum L.) 15 R HHT7 > H
i, BREEHEE (BFDH8) 46, $H S HPAs [RE™

AE4 BT 4 B S/ F: % HPAs Jil4) JS 7 i 551
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Herba lindleyanum DC.) [} 1354
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BB Senecionis AT B JE IR A (BUFRAER T 510,  Senecicannabine (5 MR 3R AR SR UKL
Cannabifolii Herba Senecio cannabifolius Less.) FIFMIRILE (o F)
PR R T 5L %, Senecio cannabifolius Less.
var. integrifolius (koidz.) Kitag.) Hi =354y
— 541 ° Emiliae Herba BRI BB — 4 (Emilia sonchifolia (L.) Doronine; Senkirkine FiIRAN SRR AR b A
DC.) 4 ¥
WKL Onosmae Radix B R BB R S (Onosma paniculatum  [RJBZ FHII S A HPAS®  /NL S 2 B0k

Bur. et Franch.) &4 1
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THOGIEAE (R R #iE# M E, 8 HPAs
MR BARAG, i e n) 2 2R 4 LK I B A R 1Y
ey (kA AE. BEEAE) NIUHNG, W) HPAs HIE
R T 24 URS SR A7 AL

HAEENAZE, 4 MYy B 5iE. prtiki
B NSPERELRNERE) MG PAs BN ARIE, (2
HIFEHEY 2 54 PAs AP 8, HEDIIX L6 b Ffn]
e & PAs (HAE R TIUE. IR, =P PAs
5155 B R BRI VM. PSR! g
Th, AT EREER S PAs 1125 5 (0 45 48 5 R
WS J& (Echium). Bi¥SEJ&E (Borago) IR G
(Symphytum), %i Bt T B G JE (Senecio) M = )&
(Eupatorium) (I . (EFRIE, A I PEAEY 1 IH 2
WEFAR 22, (AR PAs B AR BRI EAR 2> o 5 A,
RIES VR L B AR E (Eupatorium chinense
L) VER— P AR B o R T ™ R 42 1) e
K. P PAs KREIFIEE DTSN PAs 450, &

DA S BEPESEIESY, 24 AR AR IE

TE BT 0, e AE O R, (AR
AR BRI B A AR AR, ER )
B AR RS A I 2 &AL (a4 KRR AL oS
WRHL SR FLy HFRILALAE ) s (sl ). Al
(A REE R il T A7) DR Can/s )L itk
RO FOBE R (AR JLEERE R . B b )
Hpth 2400 b - 2 R I R 9 R B M s S
JERIRNSE, LKA PAs IR A AT 2 (B
TEAHDN ) 3%) 27, B AE Y AN IR I R 75 PAs H4)
TN} B AL B 10 T REPE S AR, S bl e k0
PRI, B PAs IR 2 PER IR EF, Bl PAs V5 4]
REPER LR SR S i E AR HT, — Ll ™ i,
) PAs & B ik 3.9 pgg ' M. A FEX R g 25 1 AN
ik 7 BOR RIS 1) PAs B H R B (1 pg), mZ M EH
AN 0.25 go XTERIENKYE, LRI ek
vz BV ZERRIE, W B EE S Hh 2 e R R
i, AR . BRI AN RIS
25 WUR S 1 P B L7 15~30 g 2 A1, 4 i@ A ey e
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PR, AR KA RS fER . R HVOD
& HPAs 7 K5 2 85 I R0 1) S dE PERRAE, A
EH T KD E MBI HPAs 5B, (H)5 34 210 5E
FERGER AR, TR, X — s ORI
LA SIZI6: DL K W5 1A 288 ) 40 FR) R ok i e ST 5 b 45 31 4
G0 11,331
4 AXRHGAGMKARIMMAIAR. REESD
RRAABRE

T L A i PR B T v 2 4, B T) & FH IR B R
Wik o R 7 2 R E R IE S AR (BFRIE ) AE,
R 1A > s ARH S IR AR 2, L 258 I A £
L. BR IR IE S AN, Bk H A5 HPAs (R4CH i
BETR2.

2 WY EEAE 1) B TT FH AR 3 o BIF 5T AN 1L 5%
%6 5 250 H A R B Bk AE A, R TR 2k
T, WP SN AR ) I 5556, ok B
525 (Ligularia hodgsonii Hook.) )II58 &L (Ligularia
wilsoniana (Hemsl.) Greenm.) 252 Ffti e 14719, 45
HWERIIR W, )RS KIS ERT
7P, H&H clivorine. ligularine. hodgsonine il
ligularizine %5 20 4XFJ' otonecine % [1) HPAs J{ 4},
h1, clivorine & & Fik 3.9 mg-g ' KSR EY), X 5 HAT
BEEAN Y. HTHEEBIMEDI LS, 50T,
F U 2R AN R AT R, HPAs (AL & SAr 22
BEOR, M R B s DR ) S AN (] T R AN [ s R A
BATZ W AN, B 25 U K AT — 8 1R

T2 LR ORR 2R HPAs (RG] i sl >d T

7/%1»%[15, 16, 43]o

H=E =AM, B R e s, 1k
i T IR T Ak, IRAR 2 2R P [ 4 Dk A gk o
2530 VB AR ORI, A =R KSR L
SERLS T SD KBS A 51 ML ALT K 3
TEE AU AL 25 A e ) 1) K s 2k i — 20 R
LC-ESI-MS" £ R X 4 =L /K $2 I (1) PAs 2 oy ik
AT AT, 45 SRR LI & 6 W A 32 22 HPAs 147,
BT B A0 T B gE R, 5 S0k PIRIE A 7
(B 4); ppPie, b TR &R misd 9.8
mg-g ' KB . H =LK =N 6~10 g, K
RIARP, DABEHEST, AT B — o 1A H
KEEANFAIL 30 mg (4525, KARIYITGHH 30%),
B N FIEN Y 500 pgkg (RAMKELL 60 kg i);
PLRTIE TPCS (A5 =4 HVOD 4 H SR &
15 pgkg ' AE NS, I IET HE T, %02
5% HVOD [ fEMER K. 52 b, 4 — -tk
IR B AT R A, Wi B AR 2 S U B
HVODP® 1 FAET- 7 IX s k5 i & HPAs A
LXK FR. HWATHIERAL PAs Kl 2% =tk
ML B8y, FAE AR T oo B T 4 b, o
SRS T At /NBR RS R, AT B b ot 4
BAR, WA =B, PAs BE2A U8 Xk #
g%, WG PR N 1 XU B K

FAb, AU AT SORAS RIS 2,
SRR RIS ESE GR 2), FEHEYBIEE A

a: ZJbF7 Ligularia fischeri Turcz. XERIE4R%E, PUJII. 57 M &5

7 Ligularia hodgsonii Hook 55 SUFR NI 4E5t; b: AR T B B 77 S H0 E IR b [ 24 e, L2400 RN 2 1E i, — R IE RS 7 WL i
B AT R R/, E R ) B B [ e 2 HE LA IR e SRR R W PAs IHRIE; d: 54 S B RFB M- 1)L
(Lycopus lucidus Turcz. var. hirtus Regel); e: 57 Hil S T i oK W, PAs IRIE; £ BRAEY N S RHEY R B K (Carpesium abrotanoides L.)

N

]
HH

K F 3% HPAs /54

IEMA (BT 4) )

1128 %0 %R ZEER (Ligularia) W2 FAEY) °,
s JEEEREE . RKIEE SR SR Isoline

%=+ %F = tE% M =t (Gynura segetum
(Lour.) Merr.) [fJH

e HRNE 2B IR (Eupatorium fortunei Turcz.). Amabiline; Supinine;

PR (E. japonicum Thunb.) 1R I-5 2% Echinatine; Rinderine;
Intermedine; Lycopsamine®

(E. heterophyllum DC.) Hb I35

AL R R ERMES EUE SRS EL (Lappula heterocantha Lycopsamine; Intermedine; #§# (Carpesii
(Ledeb.) Gurke). #HE, (L. myosotis V. Wolf, Acetylintermedine;

Acetyllycopsamine;

Lasiocarpine °

RSHOME T B R T B ALY EL (L.
redowskii (Hornem.) Greene) )45

Clivorine; Ligularine;

Senecionine;
Seneciphylline

K58 (Asteris TR ORL; BT A BG4

Radix et Rhizoma) — FRl; 1-0EHRG 20 AL R4 REIE P W
ROE W R W 25
RUSCWIESR AL R AL
Uy S s J R AR AL AL, AR 4L TSR

—-t (Notoginseng —-tF; =tthizhh; —-bilthiTiK

Radix et Rhizoma) %%

T 77 B3 AR, DY A B AL A

IR, wFE s WA

HF2 (Lycopi
Herba) ¢

A IR

F ructus)f
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HPAs ZER4r 70 HE Ik £ 5 Rkt v g & A H 7
BB

{EAFE B ) Lo 2 SR K i A AN Z 5 PAs
PR Ry il RV R GRS R (Crotalaria
sessiliflora L.) F1'% 5 R} i % 5 (Lithospermum
erythrorhizon Sieb. et Zucc.). HIH & A H A0,
76 1977 Rrb E 2y b ek, SR RO, (Hh 7 EA
BAE KB T B R T . A8 — Lo ha iy (e
TR B (5 i 28 B 2208 5 Astragalus
complanatus R. Br. ex Bunge [F1) i/, Wig 2
(C. pallida Ait.) Y535 R 7. (C. zanzibarica Benth.).
M5 (C. retusa L) MEMEE S (C. yaihsiensis
T. Chen) 2% 5 [R50 2, Ve (RF R, — Ik
s 7 N FIE I KR & (Crotalaria assamica
Benth.) F{T/K$EH (LML 4 gkg ' A
) 5, KNEREEERMNHE, HIUTEK B
SRy S AL I S, 28 o A v = o B
FIER, &5 miA 150 mgg ! /KB, A4 o it
1985, 1990 2000 fi ([ 24500 ) AL, HM
2005 fiES (i E 25 80) SRR MR R, SR R R
o ZE MR iR %A F intermedine.
myoscorpine A} hydroxymyosorpine 5 HPAs 25 %77,
S AL 0.02%, B R,

YHE B 5, (RIS PAs 2 252 4, iE
L2 e 2 FH 2 R R T R SL Ry (A kb,
4li L5 HPAs 2 /D 1 g JL g MEA7 £ Je K /NI B o 2
i AR5 2 = - LR R SR 7,
T HPAs B I & s iy, 1X Lo rp 2 J 50 T 2
PR W] &L, BT HPAs & 5 5 BT 55 2 TR) 5L )
MR R, HFE EIFEwtk. HATER %1, PAs
M ECRENL ) 3 A T AR SR AE A, [R5 A
R (i N-SEAL BRI K AR A B DR O (1
3)o VEH M ARAMRG LIS LR T 51— HPA Ry
A0 R AT 2 RO R S 2 K A B AR AR
[ AR =) 2= 5, a5 R, RAEAFEAE R
AR VA6 5 AR B 0 4, B — AR e ) AR 1T e % 22
R TR, $ R 250 S ) v FE A 43 % T
PAs fRIHEG (45 B2 P450 B 2) A3 T FAEH, 40T
BEPEAC I LR N-SE AR e A RS K s
1) N-28 468 2 THEME, XFT PAs fEAR N el s
AR, AR, IXFM A EEAE AT BE Al N B
MEL K NADPH-P450 34 Ji [ [ 4 FH T sk 55 15> 50, 8 K
SRR PN S, RO R KB U T A
N L5 1) B 224 F B AR Ak A R R R, (L 1 2
WA, HEBRAHE K TR, FE2A0ET
G, W IE SE 48 B4 v S A 21 53 Je AA A B 458 56 8 1T
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gr bk, B 2 S — S rh 24 RO S
PAs, HZ k4 HPAs (£ 1 M1 2). & 7AHIAF (dn
T-H8), 76T ARE nss 1 H 5 s,
€ TP 2 ) g AR PR (0.004%), 4K
YR 2 (RO IR A6 HPAs B4 1)
PRER o T B 25 Er A FH I W Bl (g ), AHOK
(VRIS U 20> o bl T e 5 T A k£ il B0 HE BN
FREPHER &N, gk HPAs v5 3%, TME AT
HAHE N HPAs 5 8015 1 538 R R R ) et 4% B i
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A 22 S AT o0 iE 2 sl B a1 —ut
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BEAFLEIfE T 29I A Sz b, el ff o 4
B R R 7KV s Ay e ) A R 55 o H T PAs R
IY RN 22, AR SE I HPLC J7 304k DL 2 e L
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T (2 0.001%) 15087, BIIAREFFTh — B A
A E ZEE G LA L & PAs 2R (R
FEL 7R LA S AE) IR AR B, SRS R R 2 AT X
PR AMIZ A (I HPLC. GC-MS. LC-MS. UPLC-
MS DK &R o A i a5 DL R B, & m A E
(95 BT J7 1L ) S A, X 2R ) LB IE TR B
%?’I‘ﬁrﬁu*ué}] (é&b) Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ%*“ 16-18, 21, 23, 42, 45, 54757]0
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SR 2915 Ol (B LE &R 7« 56 7 Bk 7 h
A SRR A%, BT HEYaE R ACE —Ff (&
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ARG AR K, —28 S AR 1 558 4 — L4,
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77 25 il S 30 HVOD JE 238 T I % 1R ™
AT JeAbh, [ B b X 25 SR AR 2 Bl A
rh PAs B B IR IE % E S AR E B S ], Wik
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i S A EE S et 2 — A E B
PERUCE, H O RA N AR B 24 R B )
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T RRR W h ()] 2 AR R e 3, 1F 2 B K 8)
AL T M VRS i, R ARG
(WHO) 5 S 00 e 2 A i) it v PAs (1) b AT
W, FFEAE 1989 A KA T A HnH g L PG e A= i ) fid
Bz asyemtt 2, s AR T 1992 FEME T &
PAs F2y I A H A VRN, DL PAs I N-5AE
WA 1 pg, KIRM (B 6 ) A
F3HL 0.1 ng, AMHAT L 10 pg, 2210 & H 3L IE
LAFHE I o r 2247 GHE T TRE 1 kg 81 L #E2Y
il BRI S PAs IS EASEE 1 pg (11
ppb)! o W FLH 74 22 S A L T TR
PAs BN BAE KT 1 pgkeg Mo & 5250
EHJR (FDA) WAE IR RERER A HE  (Symphytum)
R T i Tk, i, BREEZR A ek
T JEURE BN 0 70 PR A v (R O B R A i
W5 81 Echium plantagineum L.HFH) F1ANEHHS H PAs
Ky (AR ER A 4 ppb )M, eah, R X 2
il Z FH 245 A ) VP Al e 3k e PR 1 sl MR AR B0 AT 1
FUBTRIAN L DLIE I B AT B ) i, St T« B4
L7 (zero tolerance) ¥ JR N 3X— J5L 4R H1 & H 5 nT
e B A EUE .. BRI G, Ot T
#IH P PAs [t xS T S
6 ZHit5EI

EEXF PAs FENL I FRAERE BB L A B TR R 0,
SRE PR R T 2422 AR, SR BEAE TN A O 24 1 ik
Ji A 293, R () A3 s Am
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