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Recognition of Qu’'nie Germinating Starter
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Abstract Different viewpoints of “Qu’nie” were put forward in liquor-making industry. The viewpoints of “Qu“ became unanimous and
two different viewpoints of “Nie” existed. YUAN Han-qing et al. considered “Nie” as rice sprout and illustrated the point of coupled
application of rice sprout and “Qu’'nie” in liquor production. FANG Xin—fang et al. considered “Nie” as germinated and mildewy millet
granules  which also meant liquor starter . Japanese scholars considered “Qu’nie” as two different substances “Nie” referred to dis-
perse slarter and “Qu” referred to caky starter which further developed into Daqu and herbal starter etc. since Zhou dynasty. According
“Nie”

rhizopus and monascus.

to the historical records referred to rice

“Nie”

Starter—-making materials were rice in southern China and wheat in northern China. And starter-making techniques by uncooked materi-

the point of “Nie” as rice sprout was disputable. During the warring states period

starter  white referred to white starter  the mildew for starter—making included aspergillus oryzae

als was applied in southern China and starter—making techniques by cooked materials was applied in northern China.

starter included white

The colors of

yellow and red. White starter referred to rhizopus caky starter including xiaoqu and daqu. Yellow starter referred

to caky starter or disperse starter by aspergillus oryzae. Red starter referred to monascus disperse starter. The “Li” sweet wine pro-

duced in the warring states period was produced by rhizopus caky starter

Yang
Key words qu'nie sweet wine recognition
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which was made by uncooked rice powder .
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