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Research advances of diterpene synthase

HE Yun-fei" >, GAO Wei®, LIU Ta-si>, LI Wen-yuan', HUANG Lu-qi'"

(1. Institute of Chinese Materia Medica, China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences, Beijing 100700, China;
2. School of Chinese Materia Medica, Hunan University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410208, China;
3. School of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Capital Medical University, Beijing 100069, China)

Abstract: Diterpenes, an important class of natural compounds, are widely distributed in nature. As the

valuable diterpenoids continue to be found, diterpene synthase in the course of diterpene synthesis get as much

attention as possible. The multiformity of end-product—diterpenoids were also due to the diversity of diterpene

synthase. This paper focuses on the advances in recent biosynthesis pathway of diterpene and types, cloning,

catalytic mechanism, synthetic biology application.
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¥R (mevalonic acid, MVA), &5 & Bk Ik,
JAiFEFEEIR (isopenteny pyrophosphate, IPP), IPP 544
T i — N £ R (dimethylally pyrophosphate,
DMAPP) . P Fift [1] 73 ¢ #4425 6 0 e 2 L2 £ i I
(geranyl pyrophosphate, GPP), IPP 5 GPP L)k & 5 =
W, 7 AEVL B AL fE TR (fanesyl pyrophosphate,
FPP), IPP 5 FPP AH#%, JERGHE T JLELHE T JLAE £k
2 (geranylgeranyl pyrophosphate, GGPP), 1% & i
() [F A4 . DXP 3 A5 5 A1) 0 17 A4 4 ot o AT I 1R
(pyruvate) F1 3- 1 B8 H W ¥ (glyceraldehyde 3-
phosphate, G3P), —#7F 1-Jlit 5 -D-A Wil b -5- i IR 25 il
% (1-deoxy-D-xylulose-5-phosphate synthase, DXPS)
IHEAAE R 285 i 1-J0 280 -D- A Wi B -5- W 1R (1-
deoxy-D-xylulous-5-phosphate, DXP), DXP £ 574
AR, WA AP BIE S 2- R R aERE E-4-
¥ (2-C-methy-D-erythritol-4-phosphate, MEP)
A4, FRE I BEIRA . PRS0 TR AR e L ik — 1ok
8 (IPP), MififigZEth s & 17,

MVA &2 R+ DXP &4, #FsrR i,
MVA. DXP i 2875 il 45 A 5] (0 M40 g X 42 4T, iy
FOLT AR, JRE AT A . PP AR AR
(10 e [ Hp ) 44, LT DL g Sk o A B Sk oty i P,
PP {E AT . JUR LSRN T2 2005 MVA i
B, AR R 2 BN B SRR A A4 P 1 3 22 A
DXP @At &l o iR AP L GGPP
JEEA), A5 A B AR R R B R, B IPP i —
ZAN RN IE B GGPP &, —fi& L. GGPP b 4h
JEEA), 2k ] I B 1 S R A S PR AR TR 25 b B
T e, e Sl X BT T IR SR AL ) L —
MY B— R0 0 s, DR s A S A
i O AR ARG 25 77 1) (1) G B g
2 kAR EMBXEREME

A S YA g A T A DGl R

W B R AT KA A (taxadiene synthase,
TS)~ Xf W] AL AR & 8 (ent-copalyl diphosphate
synthase, ent-CPS). XML #4244 &1 (ent-kaurene
synthase, ent-KS). Mz A 2 5L £E 5 1R & B (syn-
copalyl diphosphate synthase, syn-CPS) ¥A % — I £ i
(abietadiene synthase, AS). VU145 A5 M (casbene
synthase, CS). ent-cassa-12, 15-diene synthase. ent-
sandara copimaradiene synthase. ent-pimara-8, 15-diene
synthase. stemar-13-ene synthase. syn-pamara-7, 15-

diene synthase Fl fusicocca-2, 10-diene synthase %5, —

i AR Z AT GGPP R H AL B B i
BRI AL B, AR SRR G an o R
P450 B 45 K 4 B 24 i RS, Sk
Bt 2 24, BRI I AL,
JIid FREAN N BSORTA iR A, I S I DG R
By RN AT 2 R H R VL SRR )
I B K] 7 o 7 DA R S 1 AR W g A 1 i i 10
WAL, A7 T 2 FHR A 1) e ik DR e e O g Vi ——
o e R ML, R 1 R H A R A
PR G s DAL 10 s B 155 YO0 1 TR 3
3 ZiEEEs LSl

HA 3 ki S i i @ A2 LA Lg% @©
GGPP 7t TS WAL RIS AL b 4 b IR A2 I
(taxa-4, 11-diene); @ GGPP 7t ent-CPS [FfiE4h NI
J T A L3 AR IR (ent-copalyl diphosphate, ent-
CPP); ® GGPP 7t CPS IfiAL A& bl 2 AL R IR
(CPP) HR[EMA, 4kifi 4 ¥ abietadiene . levopimaradiene
neo-abietadiene. palustradiene. isopimara-7, 15-diene
R A, @ GGPP 7E syn-CPS [AEH T Ak
syn-CPP, SR 5 73 MIAEAN A & B A N A£G stemar-
13-ene. aphidicolan-168-ol. 9p-pimara-7, 15-diene 5
TSR AP, ©® GGPP A LI AR IR A il
(Salvia miltiorrhiza CPS, SmCPS) [{IE4L T 4: B CPP
rhaA, RMAESR M2 MG &1 (Salvia miltiorrhiza
kaunene synthase like, SmKSL) {6 4 Sk F+5
Bl — 4% (miltiradiene), X /& — % i (0145 L ®
GGPP {f casbene & . fusicocca-2, 10-diene & ¥
YEF R 43 5 42 i casbene. fusicocca-2, 10-diene 2%.
BRIt ASE, KEGG $di il 8, GGPP it o] LAEAN ]
i 145 F R 2B Jil cembrene. sclareol BL & plaunotol %%
taEw.

W SCR IR, A [F) s A I 00 fh A AL
g, —AiE 4T GGPP BRI Ak, Wikl 1
i A AL GGPP JEJK casbene 1) (1) i&48, XA
WRIFR A Type A FhfL; 75 —FlE4h T GGPP 14,
15- XU B4, WAL 1 GGPP £ AN [l il 5 i
JEH CPP KRR by ¢ dv e I&FR, IXEEIR{L
AR N Type B ¥4k, #Br — i & EEAEIL GGPP B
FSC it [ I 0 25 DL b Y AR SR B IR, 4 A AR I
J¥43 4 Type A-Type B 34t Hil Type B-Type A Fi 4k, 1
1 a i1, GGPP #5204 B AR AL, SE2
Ji Type A ¥4k, JG4 )7 Type B ¥1k; GGPP | ent-
kaur-16-ene [MJERLE T T ¢ @AM £, 567 Type
B #4k, J5 & Type A 314k . GGPP %I abieta-7, 13-diene
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ey S lIRE) LK 2% Wk
Taxadiene synthase U48796 Taxus brevifolia [14]
AY424738 Taxus baccata GenBank
AY 364469 Taxus canadensis GenBank
AY007207 Taxus chinensis GenBank
AY365032 Taxus chinensis var.mairei GenBank
DQ305407 Taxus cuspadata GenBank
DQ092389 Taxus wallichiana var.mairei GenBank
AY931015 Taxus wallichiana var.mairei GenBank
Copalyl diphosphate synthase XM-002967320 Selaginella moellendorffii GenBank
AY 602991 Oryzasativa [15]
XM-002306741 Populus trichocarpa GenBank
AF049906 Cucurbita maxima [16]
GU045757 Picea sitchensis [17]
GU045755 Picea glauca GenBank
FJ409842 Coffea arabica GenBank
AB439590 Triticum aestivum [18]
EU003997 Salvia miltiorrhiza GenBank
AB031204 Lactuca sativa [19]
ABO015675 Splanum lycopersicum GenBank
AY 562491 Zea mays [20]
AB109763 Cucurbita GenBank
AB066271 Oryza sativa GenBank
Abietadiene synthase Us0768 Abies grandis GenBank
AY473621 Picea abies [21]
EU439295 Pinus densiflora GenBank
Kaurene synthase L37750 Zea mays GenBank
Ul1034 Arabidopsis thaliana GenBank
AF097311 Stevia rebaudiana [22]
U63652 Pisum sativum [23]
GU144565 Picea glauca GenBank
GU045758 Picea sitchensis [17]
AB302933 Physcomitrella patens GenBank
AB563712 Jungermannia subulata GenBank
XM-002964699 Selaginella moellendorffii GenBank
U43904 Cucurbita maxima [24]
FN689859 Helianthus annuus GenBank
EF635966 Salvia miltiorrhiza GenBank
AB045310 Cucumis sativus GenBank
Stemar-13-ene synthase AB118056 Oryza sativa GenBank
Casbene synthase GU332591 Euphorbia esula [25]
GU332590 Triadica sebifera [25]
XM-002513294 Ricinus communis GenBank
ent-Cassa-12, 15-diene synthase AB089272 Oryza satiza [26, 27]

WP EEELL, EAREN Type B-Type A ¥f
o FERAN[A) i 5 Wl ) 2 B IR J 3 41 B T P ks A
H % 57 3L 7 motif a F1 motif b. motif a F1 motif b
GGPP HALHEGHI 57 X, motif a 2§ DDxxD %141,
motif b 24 DDDTAM HE1iEJ¥ 41, W1 CS (LIDDTID) F1
ent-kaurene synthase (VVDDFYD) ¥4+ HALHE

T motif a, H¥ L& L ZWERR I & AL TR 1, ent-
CPS (DIDDTAM) J&#1H HALHE T motif b, H. motif b
BN s, XRS5 R R I H e AR, B
GGPP 1] 14, 15- XU 174K, 5 T i i 4 el —
Wi o G5 LIREE MR, YU B A motif a
PR i R A T RSCE) il FLAE SRR O Type A A
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b A motif b 1) i E R AL 1 IR i M
KAy Type B ¥4k 4% [H I 5 A motif a Al motif b
(R R AL T BT ki, HLAEALSR YO Type A-Type B
Il Type B-Type A Mk, 1 AS fiEfk GGPP &
%2 HFHIF) Type B-Type A JR1k )y abietadiene; TS
AT motif a FIHE M R HA S ILABIA b B 45 5 1
motif bP% LIS K Type A-Type B ¥rfk. HET,
WS 2 H O 28k v B AR G R DAL IR il 5 I A7 2
IDIR

30 EVEEBEEE (TS) BEEENKTFHEEEZT
W R FR A5 3 (1) — Rl U 25 . an il 1a AR, TS
AL taxa-4, 11-diene WJJEREIIL— RAIFEL IR
AT IR, DL BEIR B AL TT Sk, B BN i1 3K,
e A E) A . Lin 250 R B BRAR SO 5 ik
527 GGPP % taxa-4, 11-diene i B 12 45 BN B4R
H R EE Type A fiEfL, T34 Type B HEALTE % taxa-4,
11-diene ¥, HATEAZME G M cDNA T2 NI 28
| AN AL ANCN 7 16| EANSR T DE A N AN

P EANCN a7 F i i

ent-Kaur-16-ene

GGPP (£, E, E-GGPP)

of / l
_H

3.2 HMBEEHERSE (CPS) CPS M =3
it AW o R v R AR PR LR, CPS b2 P 25
P GGPP IRALTE I 4 Ffn] GE (0 f) L O A6 IR
(CPP) SH4fk, Wil 1 fiuR, E, E, E-GGPP {5 %
I, EARFEM/ER T, C-10 #X C-15, C-7 i@
B C-11, 14, 15-XVBE L4055 2774 4 Fha] REIf ™
Y. GGPP i X—Rr X515 2] 7 1EH R B
FEEIR (CPP), H AT AR WE 1b @2 YR,
GGPP 1FAH S IR 2~y A8 45 21 T X6 Bl S ) 42 I
SR ] B AL R (ens-CPP), AT AR Gl
K 1c &4 Wi, GGPP B —M 458 T 1F
W T LA BEIR  (syn-CPP), L7 A % 4
1d B2 =T ; GGPP IEAH R i #r XM Uk %45
FI) T HF B S A A NG 20 I 2 — e ke — AT [ T TR
(syn-ent-CPP), H LA G WIE e &2 =Y R,
B Fh IR A IR F ] LUK H 8] 2= 4 1R i T i
(14 5 288 FRIAIE 0 o AHE IR ok, 9] Gt G P 25 I 2K A5 i
H 1, 2 8 R PR sl T AR R P SV [ 5 PO

E, E, E-GGPP &% F' CPS AL N A [a] 2= 1) i B

Miltiradiene

Abieta-7,13-diene

| T SRS R R Y ]
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L) Ny Type B I8k, HALIBUER H T %) ent-CPS
(1) B2 3L 1R P 1 6 EU 43 B, S0 At L 49 A8 A Bl AH
L, Hoh HAFEEE b, WE KPR Anl JEK4
1) motif b W] BEG L —Fh ent-CPS, Z Ji GGPP [
14, 15- XU T4k, 41 B B mEB%

syn-CPS {4t GGPP J¥ 1% syn-CPP, syn-CPP 4}
HEAAE KRG b RE 88 2E AR ) DR 2 S5 IR A AR 7
CPS [ -4k GGPP JEJ% CPP, CPP 7T AS (ML N
TR B 0, BB b BV EIR . AW
R DB ) CPS thg Z R, w S e R 5T
Z: I A2 A B Dy e DR A A R FLRE OC ik A
hReS e iy, sl T SmCPS FE[K, HaZHE KBk
A SR TR T R A e HLE A U D e
HeH
3.3 NEHIESEE (ent-kaur-16-ene synthase, KS)
W 1f &2 HTR, 4L ent-CPP JE K ent-kaur-16-ene
R KS W25 Rl R N MG R, ent-
CPP 3Ll ent-kaur-16-ene 4 Type A Sk, IXJ& KK
MU R B KS, K izl AT SRR b afidy, 1
ITH R Gihs . solE ., RPN REB[IEAE D, EHER
FIfEAL ent-CPP ¥ AL 5 T — AN n] BE R 5
A~ H b5 N 3 7 51 71 motif a3 7 I\ N GGPP JE K ent-
kaur-16-ene & 1l AN AR (P 3040 20 B8, BIAE P
i (ent-CPS A1 KS) WS 5 T 528, ent-kaur-16-ene
M GGPP ¥ %2414 CPS 1t GGPP | ent-CPP (1)
Type B ¥4k, 54 KS f4l ent-CPP | ent-kaur-16-
ene [f] Type A k. iRE N ZEGEHCENE
KR0S R rh o K
34 ENFTHESEE (Kaunene synthase like, KSL)
X DUSEAZ I 6 Wi 5 I AT 78 B 3 34 T 15 3L 45 0 5 1)
BEAHIT 1Y) KSL MR 7E. s PIEm 7 S i k)
B RPN T Le D R RE A L], A SmKSL
J& normal CPP " 55— MW ) KSL I H2 26—
e TR R DL abietane 2877 A4 (1) — 2% i & Tl
Wi 1g @i fr7r, CPP 4% SmKSL fifk, £&—&R4|H
[k, BATE RS — 4 (miltiradiene).
3.5 WMEZHEEE (AS) AS ik GGPP it
—RHIT IR, Wi Th Fios, )5S RN T
Wi, B2 R &S 1k, B5ER abieta-7, 13-
diene. AS fi:{t GGPP [ LKA Type B-Type A
Wb XA O AS I EER)T 500, K
H A5 motif a Ml motif b PFIEEP; H AS E2AF
T EEERPZERGOTESHIEAEZRZE T,
WEFUR I, BV ALl o gl An ) nf i v R AR B

FE AP B IR M RAAAE M AL GGPP 1k
j abietadiene (90%) Al sandaracopimaradiene (95%).
FAG F T i SR 25 P42 U cDNA 4T PCR, i
4533 3 4> cDNA vl HAR KA h gb 4T D e itk
Ik, MIMIE S RA 8 F L GGPP £ 4 2 9751
ff] Type B-Type A J{b#:1L ) abietadiene [P,
3.6 THHMKESES (CS) Casbene & —FHMPLEEE,
casbene [ JE 4 N 4 & GGPP £ CS fiEfb 7L C-1.
C-14. C-15 AR RN KE IR 1) casbene, LA
T Type A Btk W i @2 0R, Syt
[F) Ak 1E B8 - V0B T BRI e 3R 1) B 2 1 T GGPP
14, 15-XU re, re-face [A][fi #2351 C-1, Jf H GGPP
C-1 {7 AR MK pro-S &lo AN AL FE e —
Mg CS fiEft. RIRM CS & MEERR T IR 1 rh 4L
Tk, WERRFHE AT —MEE T2
CS cDNA, H#EWILZHEMR 741 AL 505 2 1 s ik H
FRITA, ST Type A FFE, Bl A motif a [
DDxxD J¥%1, b4 Type A FRLHIAEYE o
4 ZHEEHMSENEREMERR

H TG R AR =y AR TR 2L T @O
RGP IR, @ G @A b oG BB 1K
D @) tiiE MVA @42, ATt v 558N, @ o
TERRIFACETIR AR, (B4 B R n A5,
TR FH A A 257 () B BRI SREmes, T vl R MO S T
AR R A AR P A A L B A kg ot —
IS 5 EERES 5 1) . 2 2006 4 Keasling B
At (Nature) K3 T BERE TR H AR 7= 4 2 i ——
HERWAAE SR (artemisinic acid) I HIAE] 100
mg- L' [IBFFUBCREY A8 S A IS 5 1 i AR
PRI T, R WIERSE (ginkgolides) Hi A ZC e
s — 45 (levopimaradiene), & i J5 (1) K 1 #F
TREBHIEE] 700 mg L' (97 8P, Huang 51458
Tk AA A1 A AN K AT B R DR TR S A3 B TR AZ R 1)
T AR . T, Ajikumar BEZH RS T
— AL UL AR IR TR T, BRI
AU BT O AR — AN PR B F R AR
GENEREBEIR (MEP) &40 8 B M A8 W IR A — A4~
HMIE )R G KA G VIR I8 1S RGN 2 TR
F S AU 28 10 A e (1) g A P AT 2, DA KPR i
B S B 1) 77 e DA Bz /) B RE R 47 1 g | I LR,
S R AR TR e s B = 15 000
¥, 5% 1000 mg-L s
5 RE

TR SR — R E R RS, H
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ik, MRz, A VR R AR
PER RS AR NATT 20T AR o HRTR iR AL 54
A VGE I I A, 73 1 B2 RO EE R K,
HCR AL Z (1) ik Ak & W)L B OB AR A A 8%
S S R O R AR S R 1 B, JL > 1T
W 1 Iy e 48 5 X AL S AR S BROR AR K #E s K
I3 R A S G T A A I A
e EFEDA R, 0w AQH TR E i, M
11138 i WAL R R, R AR TR R R
AN AL, TR R A SRR L A
AR A2 55 & E W A% O o R A it — 2D
brdEdl s & BT A o B, LA ARSI A
PR AR AR, R HE S i 25 T O3 (1 B R
PE AR R, R AN T AR AT D ok S B 2 0 11
WA B 5 i o
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