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“THIRD TRANSITION” OF DEVELOPMENT ZONES: FROM

INDUSTRIAL ZONE TO NEW URBAN DISTRICT
——A CASE STUDY OF SUZHOU INDUSTRIAL PARK

LUO Xiao-long' ,ZHENG Huan-you”, YIN Jie’

(1. Department of Urban Planning and Design, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China; 2. Nanjing Institute of
Geography and Limnology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing 210008, China; 3. College of Landscape
Architecture, Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing 210037, China)

Abstract: Development zones,the new industrial spaces emerged in the era of globalization, have played a
crucial role in China’s economic development. In theory,its development has been divided into two stages:
the first transition and the second transition. Recently,however,there is a new trend that industrial zones
are transferring into new urban district in China. Based on the analysis of development and transformation
of Suzhou Industrial Park, this research has a more thorough understanding of development zones, and
points out that the Suzhou Industrial Park has entered into the third transition,in which the industrial park
transforms into a new urban district. During this transition, by implementing entrepreneurial strategies and
adopting entrepreneurial actions such as repositioning, creating new urban spaces, Suzhou Industrial Park
accelerates the development of new urban district and tertiary industry. This research also found a funda-
mental change of industrial park governance system-the main function of management committee has trans-
formed from promoting economic growth to comprehensive management of society and urban district. The

findings have important implementations for China’s industrial zone transformation.

Key words: development zones; transformation; new urban district; the third transition; Suzhou Industrial
Park



