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Microbial Strains Affect the Physical and Chemical Properties When Composting Canola Meal
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Abstract Canola meal, a food processing by product, together with sugarcane residues and rice husks were composted under thermophilic
temperature and aerobic condition and the effect of adding four types of microbial strain were evaluated. The temperature, pH value, C/N ra—
tio, water soluble NO; and NH; contents and compost maturity were monitored throughout the composting process. Our results indicated that
adding VT microbial strain could speed up the composting process as indicated by thermophilic stage reached earlier and lasted longer. A
faster NH, content and C/N ratio decreases and NO;5 content and pH value increases were also observed with VT strain addition. By adding VT
strain, the compost undergoes thermophilica decomposition on day 15, lasted for 10 days and reached maturity earlier by 5 days, and NO;-N
content increased from 71.4 mg-kg™ to 887.4 mg-kg™ than without VT. The faster decreases in C/N ratio promoted the conversion of NH; to
NOs, and accelerate the compost maturity. The beneficial effects of VT microbial stain on composting are well demonstrate in our study.
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Figure 2 Changes of lemperature during composting
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Figure 4 Changes of ammonium nitrogen during composting
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Figure 5 Changes of nitrate nitrogen during composting
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Figure 6 Changes of C/N ration during composting
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