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Abstract The purpose of our study was to analyze the content ratio and change in the composition of essential oils of Pel argo
nium X fragrans and Pelargonium graveolens growing in different months in Shanghai so as to decide the best harvest time.
The essential oils were obtained by steam distillation and analyzed by GG M S after sampling. The results showed that for Pel-
argoniumX f ragrans, the content of essential oil in various grow months were unsteady and the highest content ratio was obr
tained in July; for Pelargonium graveolens, its highest content ratio was achieved in June and September and the lowest in Jarr
uary. Among all of the main compositions of the essential oil growing in any month, citronellol and its ester hold the highest a
mount, the following were geraniol and its ester.
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