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SPECIATION BIOAVAILABILITY AND TOXICITY OF MERCURY
IN TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE

ZHANG Yu' SHI Jianbo® HE Bin*

(1. Wangjing Hospital China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences Beijing 100102 China; 2. State Key Laboratory of Environmental

Chemistry and Ecotoxicology Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100085 China)

ABSTRACT
As cardinal ingredient mercury has been used in many traditional Chinese medicines for several
thousands of years. However the high concentration of mercury in these medicines has become the largest
barrier in the export in recent years. Studies on mercury species and their toxic effects as well as
bioavailabilities can help us to understand the relationship between species and effects better and provide strong
evidence for setting limited standards of mercury in traditional Chinese medicines.

Keywords: mercury traditional Chinese medicine species toxic effect bioavailability.
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