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Breeding Selection of Monascus Strains of High—yield Colorant

YAO Wan—chun, TANG Yu-ming and REN Dao—qun et al.
(Biology Center of Sichuan Agriculture Science Academy Paddy & Sorghum Research Institute, Luzhou, Sichuan 646000, China)

Abstract: Daqu, fermented grains of Daqu, yellow water and pit mud were used as microbe source, then through
separation, screening, mutation, colony morphology identification and stability test, a monascus strain —MK3.101 in
possession of strong enzyme—producing, liquor—producing, pigment—producing, and physiological activity substance—
producing capability was finally separated. Such monascus strain was named purple monascus according to its mor-
phological characteristics. (Tran. by YUE Yang)
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